
 
An initiative of the Willie Redhead Foundation 

                       
On Tuesday Feb. 9, 2010, and in the presence of a group of stakeholders, a Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed between the Willie Redhead Foundation and the River Road Darbeau 
Development Committee for the purpose of enhancing two river-side green sites under the Green 
Places Open Spaces Project. One other site at old Trafford with a nearby grove at Tanteen is to be 
greened with the help of the local community.  
 
Signing on behalf of the River Road and Darbeau Development Committee was its Vice President -
Mrs. Yvette Mason, while Norris Mitchell signed on behalf of the Willie Redhead Foundation. 
 
In this preliminary phase of the implementation process, the two small sites which would be 
impacted, are the enhancement and Greening of the banks of the St. John’s River, from the” hump 
bridge “up to the Marketing Board, and the other from the” flat bridge “in front of Steele’s Auto 
Service , up to De Caul’s business premises at Mt.Gay.   
 
Recently tWRF had received word from GRENLEC that they were prepared to enhance a green site 
at the Darbeau side of the stadium, to be implemented in phases, and to involve a playing field and 
green borders etc.  This follows from consultations involving the Stadium Authority, the Willie 
Redhead Foundation and GRENLEC. 
 
Funds for the approved sites have been provided to tWRF from the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) of the UNDP based in Barbados, by way of a grant of  US $ 45,787 (EC$ 123,266) for the 
Greening and Enhancement of three (3) areas, namely:- sites at Darbeau, River Road and Tanteen 
(Old Trafford). The first instalment of EC $ 10,800.00 was provided by tWRF for the first two sites 
(River Road and Darbeau). The total grant for these two sites is EC $ 27,000.00. 

Stakeholders for the enhancement of these two sites at the River Road/Dabeau  will include the 
Forestry Division(MoA); the Government of Grenada, who made the sites available and also made 
the initial  sites-clearance; a number of corporate and business citizens in the area including   L.A. 
Purcell, Flat Auto, Steeles Auto and Deco Industries among others, who have made pledges of 
support and await word on specific requests concerning the works and amenities planned as part of 
site enhancements. 

Also present at the signing ceremony were two important officials in the person of Mrs. Valerie 
Gordon Cornwall,  the” point person” in Grenada representing the Global Environment Facility of the 
UNDP and who, while commending the Foundation on this important initiative, drew attention to the 
Drought Alert for Grenada for the next 3 months, and its possible impact on the project as well as the 
country as a whole. 
 
In this regard. she disclosed that UNDP would be making funds available and would be inviting 
proposals from suitable organizations to design and implement a project to ameliorate the pending 
drought situation, which if not managed urgently could severly damage the agricultural sector and 
negatively affect the domestic water supply. 
 



The other person was Dr. Gilda Benjamin – Head of the Horticultural Department of TAMCC with 
some of her students. This was tangible evidence of their interest and involvement in participating in 
the Greening Project as a whole, and in particular the execution of this aspect of the project as part of 
the student`s practical hands-on experience in the Horticultural Program of the College. 
 
Mention must also be made of the yeoman service provided by tWRF Project  Coordinator – James 
Finlay and his continued engagement with Mr. Monty Drayton of the River Road and Darbeau 
Development Committee who have been instrumental in bringing the project to this stage. 
  
As the implementation of the Greening Project gathers momentum, a   tWRF Monitoring Officer 
would be appointed to ensure that all phases are progressing satisfactorily, right up to its completion. 
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River Road Green Site Enhancement - Initial site clearance done by Government 


